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The Show
Materials Handling Middle East 2015 concluded in Dubai with the double-digit growth in both 
visitors and exhibition space firmly cementing its position as the must-attend trade show for 
the regional logistics, warehousing, supply chain management, freight and cargo industries.

The biennial three-day event attracted 4,498 trade visitors from 62 countries, 30 per cent 
more than its previous edition, while 129 exhibitors from 21 countries covered 15 per cent 
more space at the Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Materials Handling Middle East 2015 provided a clear snapshot of the Middle East economy’s 
inherent strength, where diverse industries such as Oil & Gas, automotive, manufacturing, 
and retail are the driving force of region’s materials handling sector. 

The 9th edition of Materials Handling Middle East will return to Dubai in 2017.
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Exhibitor 
overview

21 exhibiting 
countries

93% of exhibitors stated that they certainly 
or possibly will participate again at the exhibition 
in the future

Meeting objectives for exhibiting

A 86%  Very Satisfied/ 
Satisfied

B 14%  Less Satisfied/ 
Dissatisfied

A

B

129
exhibitors

Exhibitors’ objectives for participating
(all figures in % - multiple answers possible)

Initiating new business relations

Showing discussing product variants

Presenting innovations, new developments 

Cultivating existing business relations

Obtaining an overall impression of the market situation

Preparing sales deals 

Attaining sales deals

Exchanging experience

Comparing competitors

Passing on specialist knowledge
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Exhibitor’s satisfaction at the show

A  84%  Very Satisfied/ 
Satisfied

B 16%  Less Satisfied/ 
Dissatisfied 
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Top 10 visiting countries outside 
the United Arab Emirates
 1. Saudi Arabia
 2. India
 3. Oman
 4. Iran
 5. Qatar

 6. Pakistan
 7. Bahrain
 8. China
 9. Kuwait
 10. United Kingdom

Visitors’ nature of business

(all figures in % - multiple answers possible)

Manufacturer

Distributor

Service Provider

Import / Export

Retailer

Wholesaler

Government

Trade Agent

Media / Press

Institution

Other
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4,498  
visitors

62 
visiting  
countries

Visitor 
overview
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overview
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A 39% Decisive Role

B 30% Advisory Role

C 19% Contributing Role

D 12% No Influence

Purchasing authority of visitors
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Objectives of trade visitors

(all figures in % - multiple answers possible)

 Meet new / potential business partners

Collect market information

Purchase or source products

Meet an existing supplier / business partner

Look for distribution / dealership opportunity

Other
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Business sector of the visitors at Materials Handling Middle East 2015

(all figures in % multiple answers possible)
 
Building and construction industry
Oil and gas industry
Mechanical engineering
Electrical engineering
Chemical industry
Pharmaceutical industry
Other manufacturing industry

Logistics company
Warehousing company
Port authority
Supply chain company
Freight and cargo company
Road transport company
Shipping line
Airline
Airport operator
Other service provider

Wholesale trade, distributor
Importer, exporter

Retail trade

Other*
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Industry Services Wholesale OtherRetail
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A 42% Industry

B 31% Services

C 14% Wholesale

D 10% Other

E 3% Retail

Business sector of the company

B

A

A 96%  Extremely Satisfied /  
Satisfied 

B 4%  Less Satisfied /  
Dissatisfied

Overall assessment of the product range  
Visitors at Materials Handling Middle East



A brand new feature this year was the Forklift Operator of 
the Year, a unique competition where 77 contestants from 
throughout the UAE went head to head to be crowned the 
country’s most skilled, safest, and efficient forklift operator.

George Kumi, of auto parts supplier Diesel Technic came 
out on top after a day of navigating three tonnes of electric 
forklift machinery through narrow spaces replicating a tight 
warehouse environment.  Mohammed Aaga from courier 
company Aramex, came in second, while Imran Khan Jay, 
from logistics provider Baqer Mohibi Enterprises, was third.  

Show 
Highlights 
Show 
Highlights 

Launch: 
Forklift Operator Of 
The Year Challenge 

Supported by 

Jury team

Conference  
 
The Warehousing and Materials Handling 
Conference which was held alongside Materials 
Handling Middle East 2015 put a spotlight how the 
industry experts are getting geared up to face the 
challenges of the growing complexity of distribution 
and warehousing in the region.

The two day conference was unique platform for 
international industry leaders to discuss evolving 
trends and new opportunities in the regional 
logistics and materials handling industry.

PR Coverage 
 
Materials Handling Middle East 2015 was supported 
by a comprehensive public relations campaign, 
ensuring wide-spread regional and international 
media coverage, both in business and industry 
trade publications.  A total of 903 show-related 
articles were published with advertising value 
equivalent of $US3.3 million, while 19 newspapers, 
10 magazines, and 153 online titles covered the 8th 
edition of the showpiece event. 



Thank you to 
our supporters 

We look forward to welcoming you to the next edition in 2017.



“The show was very successful, it has exceeded our expectations. This is the only exhibition that is relevant to this industry; it helps us 
know how competitive the industry is. We are amazed at what the Demo area has to show, it’s a great idea to have it at the show. It has 
been very busy and the customers that we have met because of the exhibition are sure to help us grow in terms of business.”

Nayla Samaha, Marketing & Communication Officer, SPAN

“Materials Handling Middle East is a fabulous show; we have had great success here.  We are very happy with the outcome. Being the 
leaders of the industry, we are more than happy to support the show. We look forward to the upcoming edition and being there bigger 
and better.”

Adnan Dawood, Regional General Manager- Marketing, FAMCO

“The show is doing great, there is huge footfall, and it’s been very busy. We have had an increase in the customers. Due to the 
exhibition we have had the chance to better know our competitors. Being the sponsors of the show we look forward to it growing and 
we will be there at the show next year. The organisers have done a perfect job of promoting and organising the exhibition. We are glad 
to be here.” 

Richiell Racraquin, HR Manager, ACME industrial hardware trading co. LLC

“We have been at the exhibition since its very first edition. We have seen it grow to become one of the biggest exhibitions for Materials 
Handling. This year has been a great success, it has been very busy, and we have met quite a few prospective customers. We look 
forward to the 9th edition of the show.”

Sandeep Singh Marwaha, Regional Manager, ALKON PLASTICS

“The show has been a great success; the organisers have done a great job with the show from promoting it till the end. We have noticed 
that this year the show has been very busy. We have met many customers interested in our products, and we look forward to doing 
business with them”

Balaji Venugopal, General Manager, Speed Group Technical Services L.L.C

“This is our 4th year at the show, we look forward to being there at the show next year as well, it is a great platform for us to showcase 
our products to our existing customers and new customers. The footfall was great.”

Sunil Shetty, Sales Manager, United Motors & Heavy Equipment Co.

Testimonials



“We have a different product line and we were successful at showcasing it at the show. We have met prospective clients and look 
forward to doing business with them. We are also eager to be there for the show next year.” 

Nishit A Choksi, Business Development Middle East, NEFAB

“This show was splendid, there has not been a single moment where we have been free, the footfall was unexpectedly high, and the 
show is indeed a great platform for us to interact with our customers, new customers and even our competitors. We look forward to 
much more that the 9th edition has in store.”

Deon Klerck, Divisional Manager, Kanoo Machinery

“Prior to 2014 we would receive maybe one or two enquiries per year from the Middle East, and this maybe grew to between 7-10 
enquires last year. In 2015, we’ve had 20 so far, so the growth is huge, and these are high value leads. To my surprise, auto parts 
storage is a big market here, and whoever has a warehouse is becoming aware of ASRS; they’re putting in the back of their minds 
that whenever they’re ready, they will buy this, so we need to be here to capitalise on this opportunity.”

Andrey Kras, Account Manager, Daifuku’s International Business Department

“In one month we will be the exclusive distributor in the UAE for Doosan, and we’re targeting logistics companies, shipping, and 
aluminium smelters here in the UAE. We have other materials handling equipment in our portfolio but this year we only wanted to 
focus on our new partnership with Doosan. We’ve had plenty of prospective clients at Materials Handling Middle East, from cable 
manufacturing to Oil & Gas manufacturing. We would expect about a quarter of these to convert into real business,”

Rajesh Gopinath, Chairman, Multi Mech Heavy Equipment

Testimonials



About the organiser

Messe Frankfurt Middle East GmbH
P.O. Box 26761 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Tel +971 4 38 94 500 
Fax +971 4 35 85 511 
www.materialshandlingME.com 
materialshandling@uae.messefrankfurt.com

Messe Frankfurt is one of the world’s leading trade fair organisers, generating 
around €645* million in sales and employing 2,297* people. The Messe Frankfurt 
Group has a global network of 29 subsidiaries and 57 international Sales Partners, 
allowing it to serve its customers on location in more than 160 countries. Messe 
Frankfurt events take place at more than 40 locations around the globe. In 2015, 
Messe Frankfurt organised a total of 132* trade fairs, of which more than half took 
place outside Germany.

The portfolio of events for Messe Frankfurt Middle East includes Automechanika 
Dubai, Automechanika Jeddah, Beautyworld Middle East, Hardware+Tools Middle 
East, Intersec, Leatherworld Middle East, Light Middle East, Materials Handling 
Middle East and Paperworld Middle East. The subsidiary also organises a series 
of conferences and seminars including the BOHS Worker Health Protection 
Conference, the Beautyworld Spa and Wellness Management Summit, the Light 
Middle East Conference, Smart Traffic Middle East, and Future Mobility. 

For details concerning participation as an exhibitor, visitor or sponsor, please 
visit our website at www.materialhandlingME.com or contact us directly at 
materialhandling@uae.messefrankfurt.com

* Preliminary numbers 2015


